ALIREZA DOOSTDAR
FACING SATAN: THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION AND ITS DEMONS
Monday Maijlis Online on the 8" of December, 17:00-18:30 (UK time)
Centre for the Study of Islam, Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter

Register please on this link:

https://Universityofexeter.zoom.us/meeting/register/n-wjuscLTkazo1TgWSQgsQ

Bio: Alireza Doostar is Associate Professor of
Islamic Studies and the Anthropology of
Religion at the Divinity School and in the
College at the University of Chicago. He is
broadly interested in religious reason and its
entanglements with science and the state. His
first book The Iranian Metaphysicals:
Explorations in Science, Islam, and the Uncanny
(Princeton University Press, 2018), received
the 2018 Albert Hourani Book Award from the
Middle East Studies Association (MESA) and
the 2020 Vinson Sutlive Book Prize from the
Anthropology Department at William & Mary.
With Ghenwa Hayek, he is co-producer and co-
host of Gaming Islam, a video series about
games and their relationship to Islam, Muslims,
and the Middle East. In addition, he leads a
research team compiling information and
conducting oral  history interviews to
document Scholasticide _inGaza, Israel’s
systematic attacks on Palestinian education,
the destruction of infrastructure, and the

killing of faculty and students.
https://divinity.uchicago.edu/directory/alireza-doostdar

Painting by Najva Erfani. “The battle of Rostam
with the White Demon” (2020).

Abstract: The 1979 Revolution gave birth
to a political order that defined God as its
greatest protector and Satan as its ultimate
foe. While scholars have long grappled
with the Islamic Republic’s theological
master narratives, Satan’s multifaceted
role in the Iranian political and religious
landscape remains poorly understood. In
this talk, | explore Iranian encounters with
Satan not merely as a mythical
embodiment of evil but as a paradoxical,
multifaceted figure who expresses a range
of aspirations, attitudes, and emotions--
from an existential struggle for freedom to
feelings of wretchedness and despair to an
attitude of metaphysical, cultural, and
political mischief.

In the spirit of the label ‘Majlis’ and also to make the talks even more interesting, our
speakers present the topic discussed as embedded in their own journey.
You can watch the previous Majlises here
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8YRkUahFj 810JzCSDLTx4kVQQgeHLc-.

However, we don’t record the Q&A in order to keep the discussion free.

Please come and enjoy the talks and the discussions : ) If you’d like to be included in the CSI
(Centre for the Study of Islam, Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter)
mailing list, please write to me (I.T.Kristo-Nagy@ex.ac.uk).

WEe’'ll be happy to welcome you!

Istvan T Krist6-Nagy https://arabislamicstudies.exeter.ac.uk/staff/kristo-nagy/
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