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Bio: András Barati is a post-doctoral 
researcher at the Austrian Academy of 
Sciences, affiliated with the project 
Entangled Charters of Anatolia (1200-
1300). He earned his PhD in Iranian Studies 
from Eötvös Loránd University in Budapest, 
where he specialized in the study of 
medieval and early modern Persian state 
documents. His dissertation on archival 
documents from the Āstān-i Quds-i Rażawī 
of Mashhad received summa cum laude. 
His research focuses on Persian 
diplomatics and the administrative history 
of the Persianate world. He authored the 
monograph Exercising Authority and 
Representing Rule, published by Brill. 
https://www.oeaw.ac.at/en/oeaw/staff/barati-andras  

 

  
Vue d’Ispahan côté du sud (1840) (Flandin, Eugène 
Napoléon, Coste, Pascal-Xavier, Voyage en Perse. 
Perse moderne, Planches. Paris, 1851, Pl. XL)  
 
 
Abstract: This talk presents two hitherto 
unpublished Persian royal decrees, 
offering a rare documentary window onto 
the resilience of Iranian administrative 
culture amid dynastic rupture. Both 
decrees pertain to the same appointee, yet 
they were issued by representatives of two 
rival dynasties: Jaʿfar Khān Zand in 1785 
and Jaʿfar Qulī Khān Qājār in 1788. Read 
against the turbulent backdrop of Isfahan, 
a city that changed hands no fewer than six 
times during these years, the decrees 
illuminate the contrasting strategies of 
self-representation employed by the two 
rivals and the way in which local officials 
navigated political upheaval. 
 

In the spirit of the label ‘Majlis’ and also to make the talks even more interesting, our speakers 
present the topic discussed as embedded in their own journey. 

You can watch the previous Majlises here 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8YRkUahFj_81oJzCSDLTx4kVQQgeHLc-. 

However, we don’t record the Q&A in order to keep the discussion free. 
Please come and enjoy the talks and the discussions : ) If you’d like to be included in the CSI (Centre 
for the Study of Islam, Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter) mailing list, please 

write to me (I.T.Kristo-Nagy@ex.ac.uk). 
We’ll be happy to welcome you! 

István T Kristó-Nagy https://experts.exeter.ac.uk/4333-istv%C3%A1n-t-krist%C3%B3nagy 
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