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Bio: Andrew Marsham is a historian of Late 
Antiquity and Early Islam and Professor of 
Classical Arabic Studies at the University of 
Cambridge. His most recent book is The 
Umayyad Empire (Edinburgh, 2024). Other 
publications include The Umayyad World 
(Routledge, 2021), Power, Patronage and 
Memory in Early Islam (Oxford, 2018, with 
Alain George), and Rituals of Islamic Monarchy 
(Edinburgh, 2009). Andrew studied Modern 
History at Oxford, before an MPhil and DPhil in 
Oriental Studies, studying Arabic in Oxford, 
Egypt, and Syria. He has previously worked in 
the universities of Sheffield, Manchester, and 
Edinburgh. 
https://www.ames.cam.ac.uk/people/profess
or-andrew-marsham  
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Abstract: The tumultuous era of Umayyad rule 
in the 7th- and 8th-century Mediterranean and 
Middle East was a crucial formative moment 
for the religious and cultural traditions of Islam 
and for Arab ethnic identity. In this talk, 
Andrew Marsham reflects on three 
perspectives on the Umayyad era that he 
gained from researching and writing his recent 
book: first, the importance that the Late 
Antique Little Ice Age and the Justinianic 
Plague had as contexts for the formation and 
development of the new empire; second the 
distinctive combinations of settled and 
pastoralist resources which were brought 
together in the formation of the new imperial 
elite; and third, the distinctive consequences 
that this combination had for the evolution of 
Islamic and Arab identities in the Umayyad era. 

In the spirit of the label ‘Majlis’ and also to make the talks even more interesting, our speakers 
present the topic discussed as embedded in their own journey. You can watch the previous Majlises 
here https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8YRkUahFj_81oJzCSDLTx4kVQQgeHLc-, but we don’t 

record the Q&A in order to keep the discussion free. Please come and enjoy the talks and the 
discussions : ) If you’d like to be included in the CSI (Centre for the Study of Islam, Institute of Arab 

and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter) mailing list, please write to me (I.T.Kristo-Nagy@ex.ac.uk).  
We’ll be happy to welcome you! 

István T Kristó-Nagy https://experts.exeter.ac.uk/4333-istv%C3%A1n-t-krist%C3%B3nagy  
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