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Professor Neve Gordon
Vice President, BRISMES
On behalf of the BRISMES Committee on Academic Freedom
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Dear Diaa Rashwan, Coordinator of the National Dialogue Committee, and Respected
Trustees of the National Dialogue Committee,

I write on behalf of the Committee for Academic Freedom of the British Society for Middle
Eastern Studies (BRISMES) to express our deep concern about the ongoing detention of
former Cairo University Engineering Professor Dr Essam Hashish. BRISMES is the largest
national academic association in Europe focused on the study of the Middle East and North
Africa. It is committed to supporting academic freedom and freedom of expression, both
within the region and in connection with the study of the region, both in the UK and globally.

We understand that Dr Essam Hashish, who throughout his academic career won several
awards for his commitment to higher education, has been detained since October 10, 2013,
and is currently being held in Scorpion Prison. His family report that he has been banned from
visitations since 2017, demonstrating a failure to uphold rule 58 of The United Nations
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners'. They are deeply concerned for his
deteriorating health due to a chronic heart condition. In 2019, it was reported? that Dr Hashish
was suffering severely from low morale and hopelessness due to the medical neglect and as
such made requests for the prison administration to procure a shroud for him. The lack of
access to appropriate and adequate healthcare breaches both the UN Human Rights
Committee’s interpretation of international law® and Article 56 of the Egyption constitution.
Prior to his detention, Dr Essam Hashish was a vocal and active member of the March 9
group dedicated to academic freedom from political influence and police interference. These
principles are enshrined in Article 65 of the 2014 constitution, and we understand the
conditions of Dr Hashish’s ongoing imprisonment to be in breach of his constitutionally-
protected rights.

! https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/Nelson_Mandela Rules-E-ebook.pdf
Zhttps:/www.aljazeera.net/news/humanrights/2019/8/26/Jéina-s_yms-plle &y 45 5 y<Il dles
3 https://www.lrwc.org/prisoners-the-right-to-medical-treatment-international-law-provisions-report/
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The stated aim of the National Dialogue process is to set a course for Egypt’s political, social
and economic future in order to support the development of a modern, civil and democratic
state. Throughout the process, officials have made claims that diversity, inclusivity and
respect are core values for this project. These are values we share, and are in stark contrast
with the suppression of academic freedoms, abuses of human rights and failures in upholding
constitutional rights displayed in Essam Hashish’s case. Therefore, we believe that it is
imperative for the success of the national dialogue that action is taken on this matter by
members of the trustee board.

We accordingly urge you to:

1. Immediately call upon the President Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi to ensure the provision
of emergency medical care for Essam Hashish;

1i. Unconditionally call for the release of and dropping of all charges against Essam
Hashish;

iii. Call for the ending of all acts of harassment against Essam Hashish, as well as of

all academics in Egypt, and demand that they are able to carry out their academic
activities without hindrance and fear of reprisals in line with Article 65 of the
constitution;

1v. Work to ensure the physical integrity and psychological well-being of all detained
academics in Egypt, and seek for them to be guaranteed unhindered access to
family members and to lawyers of their choice; and

V. Demand the immediate, independent and impartial investigation into alleged acts
of ill-treatment against Essam Hashish, in order to bring all those responsible
before a competent tribunal in accordance with international standards.

Yours sincerely,

Y. Gl

Professor Neve Gordon
Vice President, BRISMES
On behalf of the BRISMES Committee on Academic Freedom
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CC.
Dr. Hanafi Gebali, Speaker, Egyptian Parliament

Motaz Zahran, Ambassador, Embassy of Egypt, Washington, D.C.

Gareth Bayley, Ambassador, UK Embassy, Cairo, Egypt

Jonathan R. Cohen, Ambassador, U.S. Embassy, Cairo, Egypt

Mohamed Fathi Ahmed Edrees, Permanent Representative of Egypt to the UN

Amb. Moushira Khattab, President, National Council for Human Rights, Cairo, Egypt
Mohamad Anwar El-Sadat, President, Reform and Development Party, Egypt

The Honorable Veronica Michelle Bachelet Jeria, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
The Honorable Mary Lawlor, UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights
Defenders

Maria Arena, Chair of the European Parliament Subcommittee on Human Rights

Viktor Almqvist, Press Officer for the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the European
Parliament

Dunja Mijatovi¢, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights

Kati Piri, Member, Committee on Foreign Affairs, European Parliament

Irene Khan, UN Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection of the Right to Freedom
of Opinion and Expression

Yael Lempert, Acting Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs, Department of
State, United States Government

Philip McDaniel, Foreign Policy Advisor: Congressman Tom Malinowski (NJ-7), Member of
Egypt Human Rights Caucus

Nancy Chen, Legislative Fellow: Rep. Don Beyer (D-VA), Member of Egypt Human Rights

Caucus
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