53 BRISMES

British Society for Middle Eastern Studies

British Society for Middle Eastern Studies, 71-75 Shelton Street, Covent Garden, London WC2H 9JQ

Email: office@brismes.org Website: www.brismes.ac.uk

Diaa Rashwan
Coordinator of the National Dialogue

By email: national.dialogue@nta.eg

9 August 2022

S Ao dana /5 giSal) LY Ly 5 paal) Al gl ) gad) Adad ) AU el

(gl ) gad) ddad Gauia O gy pluda LY Jualdl) spud)
(O giaall Al gl gald) gt slizae dalud)

Ll e ypaill (BRISMES) Jawe 531 (3l <l 5l diay jal) dymaall aapalSY) 4 jal) diad (o Ll oK) i
Lman ST 2541973 ale 8 BRISMES ol | iy o dasa Sl S Sladial ) aind ol sl
Lom s AaalSY) by jall e A jile (a5 L 53 Jladds Jans sY1 G0 Al e 38 53 Ly sl (B dila g ApalS

el sanial) ASLedll (yo (IS 8 dibial) Al yay ey L ol aaial) (J31 o1 gos _puael

5yl 3 jeae b Agdaall Laill Al sall y 55 caaie i o deaa ) siSall Jad dunigl SlS 4naie ) dsLayl
Ol ) 45 S Ll 2013 ple & conll paigall Aty Vel aslal 25 LS 2013 sl d ) 5l 5 e
Juie) Al glaad e Laall AaSlaal) ) adila) i i 5 ¢ unadl) daghadl) Cign 552014 el 58 G Jiie) i ) 5i€al)
& aa) ) o gyl (3 sia ilabiie Colil Cun Al lalgdY) o2 Gf afind a5 2016 ale el e L S
MW b a3k a8 Alliie) Wil Sl iy el G s Al adl sl (S 3 a1 Al
2022 sie & A les dalay aiilia) Cuny Cadli Al ina )80 (e Slag g Gle 7] OV al a3 gl )l
e 5Ll Gle Ju 2018 nb die LIl ael rand ol il | 0ldl g cdtinaa e by 318y pi ) siSall Alile e
dad gaill Basiall ae) ac ) g8 (e 58 Baclall 8 lgdde (m seaiall " a LA Allally JUaiVIT e Al A LAY
A5l (5 giall o g cdanlia g A8S Aph Agle ) e Jpanll 8 4l gl o UL atlile s cliaul) dlalaal
u\ alile &_\Ab‘ LAS L“g).\a.d‘ J}.Lm.ﬂ\ L) 56 DJLJ‘} 6‘;}3]\ u).iuﬂ 3214l eAM 4.1.\1.\” LJL“‘"\;” d)&; M;j 2 g
siwall e 98 Bﬁu\uaw@ym\&bﬂ\é;uwwec)“éc cw@\e&a\)ﬂbd@ééﬂa‘)}ﬁﬂ\

Aol 5 Aaall (8 siadly Galall Jsal) sgadl (e 14 53lall (o gy A 68SA) 5 (5 yuaall

Dpshi aed dal (e sbaBY 5 elaia¥ly oulpnd) jome Jiine Jlue 2aad 58 ihagl) ol sall (e Oleall Cangll ()
o ol Yy Al sedll 5 ¢ gl ol lelealy o5l gmall (o o ilagll ol sall 558 DA 5 Akl jian e Aas A 5
Al SY) il jall add dlee (g gl 5 JSiy (il e a5 lagen LS JLET o oda 5 ¢ g pdiall gl Al o8
i (A dy o dene ) sSall Al (8 i se 8 LaS ) sl (§g8all aca (8 Ll 5 (L) (3 s iSlel

LY (alae eliaef U8 e 5V 138 ol ol ya) A3l a3y o) il gl Sl sall #lal (5 5 5 gucall (3

British Society for Middle Eastern Studies is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales.

Company Number: 08747770 | Registered Charity Number: 1161206 | VAT Registration Number: 828 5681 90


mailto:office@brismes.org
http://www.brismes.ac.uk/
mailto:national.dialogue@nta.eg

53 BRISMES

British Society for Middle Eastern Studies

British Society for Middle Eastern Studies, 71-75 Shelton Street, Covent Garden, London WC2H 9JQ

Email: office@brismes.org Website: www.brismes.ac.uk

s sls aliad (UM b g

Lo s e dama Sl &5 U Glall Ao 1 5 55 (lan ) By 85 ) sy oosed) ) e s W 3503 Y
s padl ) gl (40 56 Balall pa ilady

) dga sall pgill pen Baliad 5 s e dane 58 e ) 8YL sl 5l b (50 Al Ll

Aldadll 5 ¢ a8 GuadSYT auan a5 ¢yl e daaa )5Sl e CISLEY) aea iy ) 5 seall LG
¢ siall (e 65 3alall g ity Lay alEEY) (e Casa ol Bile ()50 LY agilaiily ALl (e agialy

052 pebaal 55 ol andl 5 ¢ pama (B G ainall GuandlSY) gend Lndil) 5 nall ALl (e e Jaal) Lad
fag s )Uiag () Gaalaall 5 agi yul 31 1 ae ile

e o2 Jal e s e dane 58l am Alalaall 6 g pe o B4y 35 Jilsa 5 (558 it o) jak A, 5
Al gal) yaleall 88 5 duaiie daSas alal (pal 5 gusall

ce\)h‘i\éi@d‘gflg ) gluadl g

W ol

Professor Neve Gordon
Vice President, BRISMES
On behalf of the BRISMES Committee on Academic Freedom
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Dear Diaa Rashwan, Coordinator of the National Dialogue Committee, and Respected
Trustees of the National Dialogue Committee,

I write on behalf of the Committee for Academic Freedom of the British Society for Middle
Eastern Studies (BRISMES) to express our deep concern about the ongoing detention of
Egyptian professor of engineering Dr Mohamed Ali Beshr. BRISMES is the largest national
academic association in Europe focused on the study of the Middle East and North Africa. It
is committed to supporting academic freedom and freedom of expression, both within the
region and in connection with the study of the region, both in the UK and globally.

In addition to his post as professor of engineering, Dr Mohamed Ali Beshr served as a
Minister of State for Local Development in Egypt from 5Sth January to 4th July 2013. He also
was elected as treasurer of the Federation of Arab Engineers in 2013. According to reports, Dr
Beshr was arrested in November 2014 and charged with espionage, followed by being added
to the mass trial for the 2016 assassination attempt of Zakaria Abdel Aziz!. We believe these
charges to be false, with human rights organisations claiming that his inclusion in the latter
case was politically motivated®. According to reports®, Dr Beshr is currently serving his
detention in Tora Prison.

Having served three quarters of his prison term, he is now 71 years old and experiencing
deteriorating health, exacerbated by having suffered a stroke in May 2022. Dr Beshr’s family
are deeply concerned for his health, and allege that they have not been permitted visits since
January 2018. The lack of visitation demonstrates a failure to meet the ‘contact with the
outside world’ standards outlined in rule 58 of The United Nations Standard Minimum Rules

! https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220526-egypt-former-minister-has-stroke-in-prison/
2 https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220526-egypt-former-minister-has-stroke-in-prison/
3 https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220526-egypt-former-minister-has-stroke-in-prison/
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for the Treatment of Prisoners*. His family are concerned that Dr Beshr’s right to have access
to adequate and appropriate medical care, protected both under the UN Human Rights
Committee’s interpretation of international law® and by Article 56 of the Egyptian
constitution, has been breached. His family have also reported that Dr Beshr has not been
allowed contact with lawyers, despite the right to a legal defence being guaranteed by article
98 of Egypt’s constitution and protected by article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights®.

The stated aim of the National Dialogue process is to set a course for Egypt’s political, social
and economic future in order to support the development of a modern, civil and democratic
state. Throughout the process, officials have made claims that diversity, inclusivity and
respect are core values for this project. These are values we share, and are in stark contrast
with the suppression of academic freedoms, abuses of human rights and failures in upholding
constitutional rights displayed in Dr Mohamed Ali Beshr’s case. Therefore, we believe that it
is imperative for the success of the national dialogue that action is taken on this matter by
members of the trustee board.

We accordingly urge you to:

1. Immediately call upon President Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi to ensure the provision of
emergency medical care for Dr Mohamed Ali Beshr in line with Article 56 of the
constitution;

1l. Unconditionally call for the release of and dropping of all charges against Dr
Mohamed Ali Beshr;

1il. Call for the ending of all acts of harassment against Dr Mohamed Ali Beshr, as

well as of all academics in Egypt, and demand that they are able to carry out their
academic activities without hindrance and fear of reprisals in line with Article 65
of the constitution;

iv. Work to ensure the physical integrity and psychological well-being of all detained
academics in Egypt, and seek for them to be guaranteed unhindered access to
family members and to lawyers of their choice; and

V. Demand the immediate, independent and impartial investigation into alleged acts
of ill-treatment against Dr Mohamed Ali Beshr, in order to bring all those
responsible before a competent tribunal in accordance with international standards.

4 https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/Nelson_Mandela Rules-E-ebook.pdf
3 https://www.lrwc.org/prisoners-the-right-to-medical-treatment-international-law-provisions-report/
6h‘[‘rps://www.ohchr.org/ en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
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Yours sincerely,

Wi Gl

Professor Neve Gordon
Vice President, BRISMES
On behalf of the BRISMES Committee on Academic Freedom
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CC.

Dr. Hanafi Gebali, Speaker, Egyptian Parliament

Motaz Zahran, Ambassador, Embassy of Egypt, Washington, D.C.

Gareth Bayley, Ambassador, UK Embassy, Cairo, Egypt

Jonathan R. Cohen, Ambassador, U.S. Embassy, Cairo, Egypt

Mohamed Fathi Ahmed Edrees, Permanent Representative of Egypt to the UN

Amb. Moushira Khattab, President, National Council for Human Rights, Cairo, Egypt
Mohamad Anwar El-Sadat, President, Reform and Development Party, Egypt

The Honorable Veronica Michelle Bachelet Jeria, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
The Honorable Mary Lawlor, UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights
Defenders

Maria Arena, Chair of the European Parliament Subcommittee on Human Rights

Viktor Almqvist, Press Officer for the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the European
Parliament

Dunja Mijatovi¢, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights

Kati Piri, Member, Committee on Foreign Affairs, European Parliament

Irene Khan, UN Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection of the Right to Freedom
of Opinion and Expression

Yael Lempert, Acting Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs, Department of
State, United States Government

Philip McDaniel, Foreign Policy Advisor: Congressman Tom Malinowski (NJ-7), Member of
Egypt Human Rights Caucus

Nancy Chen, Legislative Fellow.: Rep. Don Beyer (D-VA), Member of Egypt Human Rights

Caucus
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