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اﻟﺨﻄﺎب اﻟﺜﺎﻧﻲ إﻟﻲ ﻟﺠﻨﺔ اﻟﺤﻮار اﻟﻮطﻨﻲ اﻟﻤﺼﺮي ،ﺑﺸﺄن اﻷﺳﺘﺎذ اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر /ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﻋﻠﻲ ﺑﺸﺮ
اﻟﺴﯿﺪ اﻟﻔﺎﺿﻞ اﻷﺳﺘﺎذ ﺿﯿﺎء رﺷﻮان ﻣﻨﺴﻖ ﻟﺠﻨﺔ اﻟﺤﻮار اﻟﻮطﻨﻲ،
اﻟﺴﺎدة أﻋﻀﺎء ﻟﺠﻨﺔ اﻟﺤﻮار اﻟﻮطﻨﻲ اﻟﻤﺤﺘﺮﻣﯿﻦ،
أﻛﺘﺐ إﻟﯿﻜﻢ ﺑﺎﻟﻨﯿﺎﺑﺔ ﻋﻦ ﻟﺠﻨﺔ اﻟﺤﺮﯾﺔ اﻷﻛﺎدﯾﻤﯿﺔ ﻟﻠﺠﻤﻌﯿﺔ اﻟﺒﺮﯾﻄﺎﻧﯿﺔ ﻟﺪراﺳﺎت اﻟﺸﺮق اﻷوﺳﻂ ) (BRISMESﻟﻠﺘﻌﺒﯿﺮ ﻋﻦ ﻗﻠﻘﻨﺎ
اﻟﻌﻤﯿﻖ ﺑﺸﺄن اﺳﺘﻤﺮار اﺣﺘﺠﺎز اﻷﺳﺘﺎذ اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﻋﻠﻲ ﺑﺸﺮ .ﺗﺄﺳﺴﺖ  BRISMESﻓﻲ ﻋﺎم  ،1973وھﻲ أﻛﺒﺮ ﺟﻤﻌﯿﺔ
أﻛﺎدﯾﻤﯿﺔ وطﻨﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ أوروﺑﺎ ﺗﺮﻛﺰ ﻋﻠﻰ دراﺳﺔ اﻟﺸﺮق اﻷوﺳﻂ وﺷﻤﺎل إﻓﺮﯾﻘﯿﺎ .وھﻲ ﻣﻠﺘﺰﻣﺔ ﺑﺪﻋﻢ اﻟﺤﺮﯾﺎت اﻷﻛﺎدﯾﻤﯿﺔ وﺣﺮﯾﺔ
اﻟﺘﻌﺒﯿﺮ ،ﺳﻮاء داﺧﻞ اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ أو ﻓﯿﻤﺎ ﯾﺘﻌﻠﻖ ﺑﺪراﺳﺔ اﻟﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ ،ﻓﻲ ﻛﻞ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﻤﻠﻜﺔ اﻟﻤﺘﺤﺪة واﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ.
ﺑﺎﻹﺿﺎﻓﺔ إﻟﻰ ﻣﻨﺼﺒﮫ ﻛﺄﺳﺘﺎذ ﻟﻠﮭﻨﺪﺳﺔ ،ﺷﻐﻞ اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﻋﻠﻲ ﺑﺸﺮ ﻣﻨﺼﺐ وزﯾﺮ اﻟﺪوﻟﺔ ﻟﻠﺘﻨﻤﯿﺔ اﻟﻤﺤﻠﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺼﺮ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻔﺘﺮة
ﻣﻦ  5ﯾﻨﺎﯾﺮ إﻟﻰ  4ﯾﻮﻟﯿﻮ  .2013ﻛﻤﺎ ﺗﻢ اﻧﺘﺨﺎﺑﮫ أﻣﯿﻨًﺎ ﻻﺗﺤﺎد اﻟﻤﮭﻨﺪﺳﯿﻦ اﻟﻌﺮب ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎم  .2013وﻓﻘًﺎ ﻟـﻤﺎ ذﻛﺮﺗﮫ اﻟﺘﻘﺎرﯾﺮ ﻓﺈن
اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر ﺑﺸﺮ اﻋﺘﻘﻞ ﻓﻲ ﻧﻮﻓﻤﺒﺮ  2014ووﺟﮭﺖ إﻟﯿﮫ ﺗﮭﻤﺔ اﻟﺘﺠﺴﺲ ،وأﻋﻘﺐ ذﻟﻚ إﺿﺎﻓﺘﮫ إﻟﻰ اﻟﻤﺤﺎﻛﻤﺔ اﻟﺠﻤﺎﻋﯿﺔ ﻟﻤﺤﺎوﻟﺔ اﻏﺘﯿﺎل
زﻛﺮﯾﺎ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﻌﺰﯾﺰ ﻋﺎم  .2016وﻧﺤﻦ ﻧﻌﺘﻘﺪ أن ھﺬه اﻻﺗﮭﺎﻣﺎت ﺑﺎطﻠﺔ ،ﺣﯿﺚ أﻓﺎدت ﻣﻨﻈﻤﺎت ﺣﻘﻮق اﻹﻧﺴﺎن أن إدراﺟﮫ ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻘﻀﯿﺔ اﻷﺧﯿﺮة ﻛﺎن ﻟﺪواﻓﻊ ﺳﯿﺎﺳﯿﺔ .وﺑﺤﺴﺐ اﻷﻧﺒﺎء ،ﯾﻘﻀﻲ اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر ﺑﺸﺮ ﺣﺎﻟﯿﺎ اﻋﺘﻘﺎﻟﮫ ﻓﻲ ﺳﺠﻦ طﺮة .ﺑﻌﺪ أن ﻗﻀﻰ ﺛﻼﺛﺔ
أرﺑﺎع ﻣﺪة ﺳﺠﻨﮫ ،ﯾﺒﻠﻎ اﻵن  71ﻋﺎ ًﻣﺎ وﯾﻌﺎﻧﻲ ﻣﻦ ﺗﺪھﻮر ﺻﺤﺘﮫ ،اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻔﺎﻗﻤﺖ ﺑﺴﺒﺐ إﺻﺎﺑﺘﮫ ﺑﺠﻠﻄﺔ دﻣﺎﻏﯿﺔ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺎﯾﻮ .2022
ﺗﺸﻌﺮ ﻋﺎﺋﻠﺔ اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر ﺑﺸﺮ ﺑﻘﻠﻖ ﺑﺎﻟﻎ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺻﺤﺘﮫ ،وأﻓﺎدوا أﻧﮫ ﻟﻢ ﯾُﺴﻤﺢ ﻟﮭﻢ ﺑﺎﻟﺰﯾﺎرات ﻣﻨﺬ ﯾﻨﺎﯾﺮ  .2018ﯾﺪل ﻏﯿﺎب اﻟﺰﯾﺎرة ﻋﻠﻰ
اﻹﺧﻔﺎق ﻓﻲ ﺗﻠﺒﯿﺔ ﻣﻌﺎﯾﯿﺮ "اﻻﺗﺼﺎل ﺑﺎﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ اﻟﺨﺎرﺟﻲ" اﻟﻤﻨﺼﻮص ﻋﻠﯿﮭﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻘﺎﻋﺪة  58ﻣﻦ ﻗﻮاﻋﺪ اﻷﻣﻢ اﻟﻤﺘﺤﺪة اﻟﻨﻤﻮذﺟﯿﺔ
ﻟﻤﻌﺎﻣﻠﺔ اﻟﺴﺠﻨﺎء .ﺗﺸﻌﺮ ﻋﺎﺋﻠﺘﮫ ﺑﺎﻟﻘﻠﻖ ﻣﻦ اﻧﺘﮭﺎك ﺣﻘﮫ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺤﺼﻮل ﻋﻠﻰ رﻋﺎﯾﺔ طﺒﯿﺔ ﻛﺎﻓﯿﺔ وﻣﻨﺎﺳﺒﺔ ،وھﻲ اﻟﺤﻘﻮق اﻟﻤﻜﻔﻮﻟﺔ
ﺑﻤﻮﺟﺐ ﻟﺠﻨﺔ ﺣﻘﻮق اﻹﻧﺴﺎن اﻟﺘﺎﺑﻌﺔ ﻟﻸﻣﻢ اﻟﻤﺘﺤﺪة ﻟﻠﻘﺎﻧﻮن اﻟﺪوﻟﻲ ،واﻟﻤﺎدة  56ﻣﻦ اﻟﺪﺳﺘﻮر اﻟﻤﺼﺮي .ﻛﻤﺎ أﻓﺎدت ﻋﺎﺋﻠﺘﮫ أن
اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر ﺑﺸﺮ ﻟﻢ ﯾُﺴﻤﺢ ﻟﮫ ﺑﺎﻟﺘﻮاﺻﻞ ﻣﻊ اﻟﻤﺤﺎﻣﯿﻦ ،ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺮﻏﻢ ﻣﻦ ﺿﻤﺎن ﺣﻖ اﻟﺪﻓﺎع اﻟﻘﺎﻧﻮﻧﻲ ﺑﻤﻮﺟﺐ اﻟﻤﺎدة  98ﻣﻦ اﻟﺪﺳﺘﻮر
اﻟﻤﺼﺮي واﻟﻤﻜﻔﻮﻟﺔ ﺑﻤﻮﺟﺐ اﻟﻤﺎدة  14ﻣﻦ اﻟﻌﮭﺪ اﻟﺪوﻟﻲ اﻟﺨﺎص ﺑﺎﻟﺤﻘﻮق اﻟﻤﺪﻧﯿﺔ واﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﯿﺔ.
إن اﻟﮭﺪف اﻟﻤﻌﻠﻦ ﻣﻦ اﻟﺤﻮار اﻟﻮطﻨﻲ ھﻮ ﺗﺤﺪﯾﺪ ﻣﺴﺎر ﻣﺴﺘﻘﺒﻞ ﻣﺼﺮ اﻟﺴﯿﺎﺳﻲ واﻻﺟﺘﻤﺎﻋﻲ واﻻﻗﺘﺼﺎدي ﻣﻦ أﺟﻞ دﻋﻢ ﺗﻄﻮﯾﺮ
دوﻟﺔ ﺣﺪﯾﺜﺔ ﻣﺪﻧﯿﺔ دﯾﻤﻘﺮاطﯿﺔ .وﺧﻼل ﻓﺘﺮة اﻟﺤﻮار اﻟﻮطﻨﻲ ،أدﻟﻰ اﻟﻤﺴﺆوﻟﻮن ﺑﺎدﻋﺎءات ﺑﺄن اﻟﺘﻨﻮع واﻟﺸﻤﻮﻟﯿﺔ واﻻﺣﺘﺮام ھﻲ
ﻗﯿﻢ أﺳﺎﺳﯿﺔ ﻟﮭﺬا اﻟﻤﺸﺮوع .و ھﺬه ﻗﯿﻢ ﻧﺘﺸﺎرﻛﮭﺎ ﺟﻤﯿﻌﺎ ،وھﻲ ﻋﻠﻲ اﻟﻨﻘﯿﺾ ﺑﺸﻜﻞ واﺿﺢ ﻣﻦ ﻋﻤﻠﯿﺔ ﻗﻤﻊ اﻟﺤﺮﯾﺎت اﻷﻛﺎدﯾﻤﯿﺔ،
واﻧﺘﮭﺎﻛﺎت ﺣﻘﻮق اﻹﻧﺴﺎن ،واﻟﻔﺸﻞ ﻓﻲ دﻋﻢ اﻟﺤﻘﻮق اﻟﺪﺳﺘﻮرﯾﺔ ﻛﻤﺎ ھﻮ ﻣﻮﺿﺢ ﻓﻲ ﻗﻀﯿﺔ اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﻋﻠﻲ ﺑﺸﺮ .ﻟﺬﻟﻚ ،ﻧﻌﺘﻘﺪ
أﻧﮫ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻀﺮوري ﻟﻨﺠﺎح اﻟﺤﻮار اﻟﻮطﻨﻲ أن ﯾﺘﻢ اﺗﺨﺎذ إﺟﺮاء ﺑﺸﺄن ھﺬا اﻷﻣﺮ ﻣﻦ ﻗﺒﻞ أﻋﻀﺎء ﻣﺠﻠﺲ اﻷﻣﻨﺎء.
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وﻓﻘًﺎ ﻟﺬﻟﻚ ،ﻧﺤﺜﻜﻢ ﻋﻠﻰ:
أوﻻ .دﻋﻮة اﻟﺮﺋﯿﺲ ﻋﺒﺪ اﻟﻔﺘﺎح اﻟﺴﯿﺴﻲ ﺑﺼﻮرة ﻓﻮرﯾﺔ إﻟﻰ ﺿﻤﺎن ﺗﻮﻓﯿﺮ اﻟﺮﻋﺎﯾﺔ اﻟﻄﺒﯿﺔ اﻟﻄﺎرﺋﺔ ﻟﻠﺪﻛﺘﻮر ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﻋﻠﻲ ﺑﺸﺮ ﺑﻤﺎ
ﯾﺘﻤﺎﺷﻰ ﻣﻊ اﻟﻤﺎدة  56ﻣﻦ اﻟﺪﺳﺘﻮر اﻟﻤﺼﺮي؛
ﺛﺎﻧﯿﺎ .اﻟﻤﻄﺎﻟﺒﺔ دون ﻗﯿﺪ أو ﺷﺮط ﺑﺎﻹﻓﺮاج ﻋﻦ اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﻋﻠﻲ ﺑﺸﺮ وإﺳﻘﺎط ﺟﻤﯿﻊ اﻟﺘﮭﻢ اﻟﻤﻮﺟﮭﺔ إﻟﯿﮫ؛
ﺛﺎﻟﺜﺎ .اﻟﺪﻋﻮة إﻟﻰ وﻗﻒ ﺟﻤﯿﻊ اﻻﻧﺘﮭﺎﻛﺎت ﺿﺪ اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﻋﻠﻲ ﺑﺸﺮ ،وﻛﺬﻟﻚ ﺿﺪ ﺟﻤﯿﻊ اﻷﻛﺎدﯾﻤﯿﯿﻦ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺼﺮ ،واﻟﻤﻄﺎﻟﺒﺔ
ﺑﺘﻤﻜﯿﻨﮭﻢ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻘﯿﺎم ﺑﺄﻧﺸﻄﺘﮭﻢ اﻷﻛﺎدﯾﻤﯿﺔ دون ﻋﺎﺋﻖ أو ﺧﻮف ﻣﻦ اﻻﻧﺘﻘﺎم ،ﺑﻤﺎ ﯾﺘﻤﺎﺷﻰ ﻣﻊ اﻟﻤﺎدة  65ﻣﻦ اﻟﺪﺳﺘﻮر؛
راﺑﻌﺎ .اﻟﻌﻤﻞ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺿﻤﺎن اﻟﺴﻼﻣﺔ اﻟﺠﺴﺪﯾﺔ واﻟﻨﻔﺴﯿﺔ ﻟﺠﻤﯿﻊ اﻷﻛﺎدﯾﻤﯿﯿﻦ اﻟﻤﺤﺘﺠﺰﯾﻦ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺼﺮ ،واﻟﺴﻌﻲ ﻟﻀﻤﺎن ﺗﻮاﺻﻠﮭﻢ دون
أي ﻋﺎﺋﻖ ﻣﻊ أﻓﺮاد أﺳﺮﺗﮭﻢ واﻟﻤﺤﺎﻣﯿﻦ اﻟﺬﯾﻦ ﯾﺨﺘﺎروﻧﮭﻢ؛
. 5اﻟﻤﻄﺎﻟﺒﺔ ﺑﺈﺟﺮاء ﺗﺤﻘﯿﻖ ﻓﻮري وﻣﺴﺘﻘﻞ وﻧﺰﯾﮫ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺰاﻋﻢ ﺳﻮء اﻟﻤﻌﺎﻣﻠﺔ ﺿﺪ اﻟﺪﻛﺘﻮر ﻣﺤﻤﺪ ﻋﻠﻲ ﺑﺸﺮ ،ﻣﻦ أﺟﻞ ﺗﻘﺪﯾﻢ ﺟﻤﯿﻊ
اﻟﻤﺴﺆوﻟﯿﻦ أﻣﺎم ﻣﺤﻜﻤﺔ ﻣﺨﺘﺼﺔ وﻓﻘًﺎ ﻟﻠﻤﻌﺎﯾﯿﺮ اﻟﺪوﻟﯿﺔ.
وﺗﻔﻀﻠﻮا ﺑﻘﺒﻮل ﻓﺎﺋﻖ اﻻﺣﺘﺮام،

Professor Neve Gordon
Vice President, BRISMES
On behalf of the BRISMES Committee on Academic Freedom
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Diaa Rashwan
Coordinator of the National Dialogue
By email: national.dialogue@nta.eg
9 August 2022

Dear Diaa Rashwan, Coordinator of the National Dialogue Committee, and Respected
Trustees of the National Dialogue Committee,
I write on behalf of the Committee for Academic Freedom of the British Society for Middle
Eastern Studies (BRISMES) to express our deep concern about the ongoing detention of
Egyptian professor of engineering Dr Mohamed Ali Beshr. BRISMES is the largest national
academic association in Europe focused on the study of the Middle East and North Africa. It
is committed to supporting academic freedom and freedom of expression, both within the
region and in connection with the study of the region, both in the UK and globally.
In addition to his post as professor of engineering, Dr Mohamed Ali Beshr served as a
Minister of State for Local Development in Egypt from 5th January to 4th July 2013. He also
was elected as treasurer of the Federation of Arab Engineers in 2013. According to reports, Dr
Beshr was arrested in November 2014 and charged with espionage, followed by being added
to the mass trial for the 2016 assassination attempt of Zakaria Abdel Aziz 1. We believe these
charges to be false, with human rights organisations claiming that his inclusion in the latter
case was politically motivated 2. According to reports 3, Dr Beshr is currently serving his
detention in Tora Prison.
Having served three quarters of his prison term, he is now 71 years old and experiencing
deteriorating health, exacerbated by having suffered a stroke in May 2022. Dr Beshr’s family
are deeply concerned for his health, and allege that they have not been permitted visits since
January 2018. The lack of visitation demonstrates a failure to meet the ‘contact with the
outside world’ standards outlined in rule 58 of The United Nations Standard Minimum Rules

1

https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220526-egypt-former-minister-has-stroke-in-prison/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220526-egypt-former-minister-has-stroke-in-prison/
3
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220526-egypt-former-minister-has-stroke-in-prison/
2
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for the Treatment of Prisoners 4. His family are concerned that Dr Beshr’s right to have access
to adequate and appropriate medical care, protected both under the UN Human Rights
Committee’s interpretation of international law 5 and by Article 56 of the Egyptian
constitution, has been breached. His family have also reported that Dr Beshr has not been
allowed contact with lawyers, despite the right to a legal defence being guaranteed by article
98 of Egypt’s constitution and protected by article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights 6.
The stated aim of the National Dialogue process is to set a course for Egypt’s political, social
and economic future in order to support the development of a modern, civil and democratic
state. Throughout the process, officials have made claims that diversity, inclusivity and
respect are core values for this project. These are values we share, and are in stark contrast
with the suppression of academic freedoms, abuses of human rights and failures in upholding
constitutional rights displayed in Dr Mohamed Ali Beshr’s case. Therefore, we believe that it
is imperative for the success of the national dialogue that action is taken on this matter by
members of the trustee board.
We accordingly urge you to:
i.
Immediately call upon President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi to ensure the provision of
emergency medical care for Dr Mohamed Ali Beshr in line with Article 56 of the
constitution;
ii.
Unconditionally call for the release of and dropping of all charges against Dr
Mohamed Ali Beshr;
iii.
Call for the ending of all acts of harassment against Dr Mohamed Ali Beshr, as
well as of all academics in Egypt, and demand that they are able to carry out their
academic activities without hindrance and fear of reprisals in line with Article 65
of the constitution;
iv.
Work to ensure the physical integrity and psychological well-being of all detained
academics in Egypt, and seek for them to be guaranteed unhindered access to
family members and to lawyers of their choice; and
v.
Demand the immediate, independent and impartial investigation into alleged acts
of ill-treatment against Dr Mohamed Ali Beshr, in order to bring all those
responsible before a competent tribunal in accordance with international standards.
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https://www.unodc.org/documents/justice-and-prison-reform/Nelson_Mandela_Rules-E-ebook.pdf
https://www.lrwc.org/prisoners-the-right-to-medical-treatment-international-law-provisions-report/
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
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Yours sincerely,

Professor Neve Gordon
Vice President, BRISMES
On behalf of the BRISMES Committee on Academic Freedom
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CC.
Dr. Hanafi Gebali, Speaker, Egyptian Parliament
Motaz Zahran, Ambassador, Embassy of Egypt, Washington, D.C.
Gareth Bayley, Ambassador, UK Embassy, Cairo, Egypt
Jonathan R. Cohen, Ambassador, U.S. Embassy, Cairo, Egypt
Mohamed Fathi Ahmed Edrees, Permanent Representative of Egypt to the UN
Amb. Moushira Khattab, President, National Council for Human Rights, Cairo, Egypt
Mohamad Anwar El-Sadat, President, Reform and Development Party, Egypt
The Honorable Verónica Michelle Bachelet Jeria, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
The Honorable Mary Lawlor, UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights
Defenders
Maria Arena, Chair of the European Parliament Subcommittee on Human Rights
Viktor Almqvist, Press Officer for the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the European
Parliament
Dunja Mijatović, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights
Kati Piri, Member, Committee on Foreign Affairs, European Parliament
Irene Khan, UN Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection of the Right to Freedom
of Opinion and Expression
Yael Lempert, Acting Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs, Department of
State, United States Government
Philip McDaniel, Foreign Policy Advisor: Congressman Tom Malinowski (NJ-7), Member of
Egypt Human Rights Caucus
Nancy Chen, Legislative Fellow: Rep. Don Beyer (D-VA), Member of Egypt Human Rights
Caucus
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