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A FAITHFUL DOG AND A CLAY BIRD: THE QUR’AN IN ITS CHRISTIAN WORLD
Monday Majlis Online on the 19th of January, 17:00-18:30 (UK time)
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Register please on this link:

https://Universityofexeter.zoom.us/meeting/register/3uYLIGdRRcGIhOsgg2JnOw

. |
Bio: Gabriel Said Reynolds the Crowley
Professor of Islamic Studies and Theology
at the University of Notre Dame. He is the
author of The Qur’an and Its Biblical
Subtext (Routledge 2010), The Emergence

of Islam: Classical  Traditions in
Contemporary Perspective (Fortress, 2012;
2nd ed. 2023), The Qur’an and the Bible:
Text and Commentary (Yale 2018), Allah:
God in the Qur‘an (Yale 2020) and
Christianity and the Qur’an: The Rise of
Islam in Christian Arabia (Yale 2025),
translator of ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s Critique of
Christian Origins (BYU 2010), editor of The
Qur’an in Its Historical Context (Routledge
2007), New Perspectives on the Qur’an:
The Qur’an in Its Historical Context 2
(Routledge 2011), and co-editor of The
Qur’an Seminar Commentary (De Gruyter,
2016).

https://theology.nd.edu/people/gabriel-reynolds/

CHRISTIANITY
AND
THE QURAN
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Abstract: The Qur'an’s engagement with
Christian stories, including the story of
young men and their miraculous “sleep” in
a cave, and the story of a clay bird brought
to life by the breath of Jesus, points to its
emergence in a late antique Christian
world. In this talk | will argue that the
Qur’an competes with Christian claims by
reshaping these stories for its own
theological program, thereby undermining
their Christian apologetic uses. The clay-
bird miracle, for example, was popular
among Christians for its presentation of
Christ’s divine nature (even as a child). In
the Qur’an it becomes simply one of the
signs that God works through prophets.
These case studies reveal a scripture at
once deeply conversant with and
strategically resistant to its Christian world.

In the spirit of the label ‘Majlis” and also to make the talks even more interesting, our speakers
present the topic discussed as embedded in their own journey.
You can watch the previous Majlises here
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8YRkUahFj 810JzCSDLTx4kVQQgeHLc-.

However, we don’t record the Q&A in order to keep the discussion free.
Please come and enjoy the talks and the discussions : ) If you’d like to be included in the CSI (Centre
for the Study of Islam, Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter) mailing list, please
write to me (L.T.Kristo-Nagy@ex.ac.uk).

WEe'll be happy to welcome you!
Istvan T Krist6-Nagy https://arabislamicstudies.exeter.ac.uk/staff/kristo-nagy/
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