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Register please on this link:   
https://universityofexeter.zoom.us/meeting/register/s6Vjx5M6RZ-cYqGJGOdkZw 

  
Bio: Pranav Prakash is an Associate Fellow at 
Christ Church and a Departmental Lecturer at 
the Faculty of Asian & Middle Eastern Studies, 
University of Oxford. Additionally, he is a 
Senior Fellow of the Andrew W. Mellon Society 
of Fellows in Critical Bibliography, Rare Book 
School, University of Virginia, and a Trustee of 
the American Printing History Association in 
New York. He specializes in the comparative 
study of religions, literary cultures and book 
arts in Persian and South Asian societies. His 
scholarship and artwork grapple with the 
cultural and social history of marginalized 
communities in India, Iran and Central Asia.  
https://www.pranav-prakash.com  
Abstract: Among the earliest dated 
manuscripts of Persian purāṇas, Ms Or 14341 
stands out as an exceptionally valuable 
manuscript for fathoming the history of the 
Śaiva devotional community in the early 17th 
century.  

 
A Portrait of Śiva and Parvati, along with Viṣṇu, Folio 

127a, Ms Or 14341, British Library, London 
In my presentation, I will explore how and why 
Ms Or 14341 came into being, who its target 
audiences and readerships were, and what 
kind of Śaiva community they aspired to build 
in the early 17th century. Through a critical 
appraisal of the codicological, scribal and 
textual attributes of Ms Or 14341, I argue that 
this manuscript embodies compelling evidence 
of the already prevalent use of Persian as a 
viable and legitimate mode of transmitting 
religious knowledge among Śaiva communities 
and their broader Hindu following. 
Furthermore, even though this manuscript—
like any object of translation—could in 
principle participate in the cross-cultural and 
trans-regional exchange of ideas and 
materials, the makers of the manuscript were 
largely disinterested in stimulating inter-
religious interaction among Śaiva and non-
Śaiva communities.  

In the spirit of the label ‘Majlis’ and also to make the talks even more interesting, our speakers 
present the topic discussed as embedded in their own journey.  

You can watch the previous Majlises here 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL8YRkUahFj_81oJzCSDLTx4kVQQgeHLc-. 

However, we don’t record the Q&A in order to keep the discussion free.  
Please come and enjoy the talks and the discussions : ) If you’d like to be included in the CSI (Centre 
for the Study of Islam, Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter) mailing list, please 

write to me (I.T.Kristo-Nagy@ex.ac.uk). 
We’ll be happy to welcome you! 

István T Kristó-Nagy https://arabislamicstudies.exeter.ac.uk/staff/kristo-nagy/ 
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